i8o          A   HISTORY   OF   THE   BORGIAS

that Madonna Giulia Orsini (nata Farnese), who had
come to share with Madonna Lucrezia Borgia the distinc-
tion of being the fairest young mother in Rome, sat as
model to II Pinturicchio for the QBOWKOQ of the Borgia
Tower.

But, in proof of the ghastly ignorance or devilish malice
which has sought to introduce an element of lubricity into
this affair, it is necessary that three important facts should
not go unconsidered. They are

(a) that the Borgia Tower contained three or four
large halls:

(j8) that the portrait of Madonna Giulia Orsini (nata
Farnese), detta La Bella, in the character of the
Blessed Virgin Mary with her Child, is a round
picture over the door of the third hall; She is en-
circled by angels, and there are no other figures
in the composition:

(7) that the portrait of the Lord Alexander P.P. VI
is a square picture in the second hall; and the
holiness of the Pope is presented in His pontifi-
cal habits but bare-headed and without the
triregno, devoutly kneeling before the Apparition
of our Divine Redeemer Who rises from the
tomb.

That is the little matter of the calumny, in support of
which the German historian with others of like mind have
solved the problem of the squaring of the circle!l

Now that the French alliance was secure, with the help
of the Christian King Louis XII, the Lord Alexander
P.P. VI proceeded with the conquest of the Romagna and
the reduction of the rebellious vassals of the Holy See.
Duke Cesare de Valentinois was named Generalissimo of
1 De Maricourt